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Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians 
                     

Author: _Paul_   Date:  60-62  Type of Literature: Epistles (encyclical) letters   Crossroad: See conclusions* 
 

 

4.  Timeline of New Testament Events 
 

CHRIST BORN       Pentecost        Paul’s Journeys      Jews Out of Rome       Persecution       Jerusalem Falls     Revelation    
05BC-1AD                 30-39                      30-67       41                             62                          70                       90s 
 
  

 (empires)    Roman Empire                                                                 Prison Epistles 
                    
 

(emperors)  Pilate                                 Claudius         Nero               Domitian 
 

 

Introduction to our study: Prison epistles were likely written from Rome, maybe Caesarea. As in all epistles 
there is a miscellaneous quotient.  Please see the included materials. The following are Acts references to 
Paul's journeys. 
 

• 1
st
 Journey: (47-48 AD): Acts 13-14 (then Jerusalem Council in Acts 15).  

• 2
nd 

Journey: (49-52 AD): Acts 15: 36 – 18: 22 (note mid chapter transitions) 

• 3
rd
 Journey: (53-58 AD): Acts 18: 23 – 21: 16 

• Imprisonment: (59-64/7 AD) in Caesarea and Rome: Acts 20: 23 & 21 through 28 
 

EPHESIANS 
 
  Points of Interest:   

• This letter to a heavily vested church emphasizes love throughout (9X); contrast Rev 2:4. 

• Paul visited Ephesus on his second journey and stayed there for three years, Acts 19 - 20. 
 
  Chapter Highlights:  
 
  1. Our choosing involves predestination, adoption, redemption (1-8); mystery (9-10), 1Cor. 15:24f 

 2. Regeneration from spiritual death to life; by grace through faith (8); not by works (9); but onto       
       works (10). 
 3. Mystery: Jews and Gentiles are joint-heirs (6); through faith we can approach God with  
       freedom and confidence (12). 
 4. Guard the Unity (3): Christ gave enabling gifts and strategy to build His church (11-13); speak  
        truth in love (gears and grease). 
 5. Avoiding immorality of all kinds; is contrasted with being thankful. (1-4); Believers are asked to     
       make the most of all opportunities “Because the days are evil,” (16) and be filled with the spirit  
       (18). Mutual submission is to be practiced between wives and husbands. (22-33) 
 6. Relational principles are given between child and parent (1-4); master and slave (5-9). Be  
       strengthened with the whole armor of God. (10-18) 
 

PHILIPPIANS 
 
          Points of Interest: 

• Paul visited on second missionary journey 

• First converts in Europe: Lydia (Acts 16: 11f) / Philippian Jailer (Acts 16: 16-34) 

• Emphasis on joy in Christ (1:4, 1:26, 2:2) 

•    Citizenship: Philippi was “Roman soil” for colonists. “Italian right” (1:27 & 3:20) has significance. 

• The letter served as a thank-you note for love gift and to make course corrections in the church. 
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Chapter Highlights: 
 
1. Paul’s prays for Philippian church (9-11). The gospel with imprisonment. Praetorian Guard affords 

opportunity (13). Paul wanted his body to exalt Christ (21) in life and death (22f). 
2. Christ’s humiliation and glorification is an attitude model for us. (5-11) the divine - human co-op is 

the explanation of sanctification. (12-13) Epaphroditus made a significant sacrifice. (25-30) 
3. Paul’s contrasts his credentials with privilege of knowing Christ. (4-11)  Maturity is couched in 

Paul's goal orientation” (13-15) 
4.  Get along with each other. (2); Rejoice X2 (4); Here is a sure cure for anxiety. (6-7) What kind of 

things should we ponder? (8-9)  Paul had learned the secret of contentedness. (10-13). 
 

COLOSSIANS 
 
             Points of Interest:  
 

• Paul had not visited the city 100 miles from Ephesus (1:7; 2:1, 4:17). City was named     
          for a colossal statue or perhaps large rock formations.  

• The book contains magnificent statements of the deity and supremacy of Christ.  

• Paul addresses the rejection of heresies. 
 
 Chapter Highlights: 
 

1. Paul characterizes 2 kingdoms. (13-14) He denotes the supremacy of Christ. (15-20) 
He states his goal in ministry, i.e. "to present every one 
perfect (complete) in Christ (28). 

2. Christ is characterized as the Mystery of God in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (2-4). Church is to avoid humanistic (man centered & unbiblical philosophies). (8) Again 
the deity of Christ is described. (9); Old holidays pointed to fulfillment in Christ (16-17).  

3. Let your thinking be related to heavenly priorities. (1-4) Rules of relationships are stated, like in 
Ephesians 5 (3:18 - 4:1). 

4. Paul requests prayer, and gives personal reformation  
 
CONCLUSIONS (faith postures)* 

• Circumstances (e.g. prison) are not an obstacle to God working through us.  Philippians 1:7 

• We can be content in our circumstances by understanding God is in control. Philippians 4:10-13 

• Biblically understood relationships could solve a lot of problems for us. Ephesians 5 & Colossians 3 

• The transport from the Kingdom of Darkness to the Kingdom of Light is a dramatic one. Colossians 
1:13-14 

• Forgiveness from sin is in Christ alone. Ephesians 1:7 

• Christ is wholly God, and man and supremely, sinlessly and sacrificially. Colossians 1 and 2 

• In Christ we have continual access to God, unbelievable, (unlike any earthly official). Ephesians 3:12 
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